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Ba is getting impatient to send Nimu there. Nimu has not
asked for anything. But today Ba was insistent and hence I mite
this much to you.
Blessings from
BAPU
[PS.]
I read the accompanying letter after writing this one. But
now I do not have to give you any guidance. Under the tender
care of Mithubehn you will have no discomfort.
BAPU
From a photostat of the Gujarati: G.N. 6858
465.   FAMINE IN THE SOUTH
There is no end to the misery in the South. On the one
hand, there is a severe draught around Salem, while on the
other, we hear of floods around Kakinada. We have still to learn
of the extent of damage caused by the floods. Meanwhile the
appeal that Shri Rajagopalachari has issued with regard to the
drought has been published in Young India.1 From this it is seen
that the crops have been damaged owing to water scarcity and
that the farmers are worried. There is a sudden rise in the num-
ber of women who wish to spin. Whereas last September, 2,473
women came to the Gandhi Ashram in order to take cotton, this
September the number went up to 6,423. The amount of yarn
received during the month last year was 4,785 pounds, while the
amount received this year was 12,802 pounds.
This activity is the purest means of helping the famine-stricken
population and, if it is firmly established, the people would not
suffer despite the famine. At present famine causes hardship
because the farmers are rendered unemployed and are without
an income. They would be free from anxiety if they could be
assured of the security provided by a subsidiary occupation. At
this time, there are two ways of helping the people, first by buying
the khadi that is produced in this famine-stricken area and second
.by offering them unconditional financial assistance. I hope to
publish hereafter the figures relating to the famine. Those who
wish to share in this privation now may contribute as much as they
can or purchase khadi.
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 28-10-1928
'     * Vide "Famine w &<? South", 25-10-1928,